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Written by M*. Nathanael Byfield, to his Friends, Ge, 


GENTLEMEN, 

Ww “WERE being an opportunity of fending for 
wet London, by a Veflel that loaded at Long-Dfland, 

m and for want of a Wind put in here; and not 
© knowing that there will be thelike from this 
Country fuddenly, [am willing to give you fome brief 
Account of the moft remarkable things that have hap- 
ned here within this Fortnight laft paft; concluding 
that till about that time, you will have received per 
Carter, a full Account of the management of Affairs 
here. Upon the Eighteenth inftant, about Eight of the 
Clock in the Morning, in Boffox, it was reported at 
the South end of the Town, That at the North end 
they wereall in Arms; and the like Report was at the 
North end, refpecting the South end : Whereupon 
Captain Fob George was immediately feized, and about 
nine of the clock the Drums beat thoroughthe Town ; 
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and an Enfign was fet up upon the Beacon. Then Mr. 
Bradftreet, Mr. Dantforth, Major Richards , Dr. Cooke, 
and Mr. Addington Sc. were brought to the Council. 
houfe by a Company of Soldiers under the Command 
of Captain Ail, “The mean while the People in 
Arms, did take up and put into Goal, Tuftice Bullivant, 
Jultice Foxcroft, Mr. Randolf, Sheriff Sher] ck, Cap- 
tain Ravenfcroft, Captain White, Farewvel, Broadbent, 
Crafford, Larkin, Smith, and Many more, as alo 
Mercey the then Goal-keeper, and put Scares the Brick. 
layer in his place. About Noon, in the Gallery at the 
Council-houfe, was read the D 


fed. Then a Meflage was fent to the Fort to Sir Ad- 

- Eyres, figned 
by the Gentlemen then in the Council-Chamber , 
(which is here alfo inclofed )3; to inform him how 
unfafe he was like to be if he did not deliver up 
himfelf, and Fort and Government forthwith, which 
he was loath to do, By this time, being about two of 
the Clock ( the Le@ure being put by ) the Town was 
generally in Arms, and fo many of the Countrey came 
in, that there was Twenty Companies in Bofton, be- 
fides a great many that appeared at Charles Tomy that 
could not get over ( fome fay Fifteen Hundred ). There 
then came Information to the Soldiers, That a Boat 
was come from the Frigat that made towards the Fort, 
which made them hatte thither, and come to the Sconce 
foon after the Boat got.thither sand ‘tis faid that Gover- 
nor dndrofs, and about half a {core Gentlemen, were 
coming down out of the Fort; but the Boat being fei- 
zed, wherein were {mall Arms, Hand-Granadoes, and 
a. quantity of Match, the Governour and the reft went 
in again ; whereupon Mr. John Nelfon, who was at the 
head of the Soldiers, did demand the Fort and the Go. 
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vernor, who was loath to fubmit to them; but ar 


length did come down, and was with the Gentlemen 
that were with him, conveyed to the Council-houfe, 
where Mr. Bradjfreet and the reft of the Gentlemen 
waited to receive him; to whom M*, Stcughtow firkt 
{fpake ; telling him, He might thank himfelf for 
the prefent difafter that had befallen him, &c. He 
was then confined for that night to Mr. fohn @fher’s 
houfe under ftrong Guards, and the next day conveyed 
to the Fort, (where he yet remains, and with him Lieu- 
tenant Collonel Ledger )which is under the Command of 
Mr. John Nelfon ; and at the Caftle, which is under the 
Command of Mr. fobn Fairweather, is Mr. Weft, Mr. 
Graham, Mr. Palmer, and Captain 7ryfroye. At that time 
Mr. Dadley was out upon the Circuit,and was holding a 
Court at Southeld on Long-Zfland. And on the x1/7. In- 
ftant he arrived at Newport, where he heard the News. 
The next day Letters came to him, advifing him not to 
come home ; he thereupon went over privately to Ma= 
jor Smith's at Naragawzett, and advice is this day come 
hither, that yefterday about a dozen young men , 
-moft of their own heads, went thither to demand him : 
and are gone with him down to Brffon. We have alfo 
advice, that on Fryday laft towards evening, Sir Ed- 
mond Androfs did attempt to make an efcape in Wo- 
mans Apparel, and pafs’d two Guards,and was ftopped 
at the third, being difcovered by his Shoes, not having 
changed them. We are here ready to blame you 
fometimes, that we have not to this day received ad- 
vice concerning the great Changes in Exg/and, and in 
particular how it is like to fair with us here: who do 
hope and believe that all thefe things will work for 
our Good ; and that you will not be wanting to pro- 
mote the Good of a Country that fends in fuch need 


Seeby| 


Pee ee wht 6 LG me EME 


An Account of the Late 


as New England does at thisday. The firftday of May, 
according to former Ufage, is the Eleétion-day at 
Road Ifland; and many do fay they intend their choice 
there then. I have not farther to trouble you with at 
prefent, but recommending you, and all our affairs 
with you,to the Direction and Blefling of our moft Gra- 
cious God : I remain 


Gentlemen, 


Your Moft Humble Servant at Command, 


NATHANAEL BIF TELA 
Briftol, Apral 29, 
1689. 


Through the Goodnefs of God, there 
hath been no Blood (hed. Nath. 

- Clark is in Plymouth Gaol, 
and John Smithin Gaol here, 
all waiting for News from Eng- 
land. 
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THE 
DECLARATION 
OF THE 


Gentlemen, Merchants, and Inhabitants of BO STO N, 
and the Country Adjacent. April 18. 1689. 


" E havefeen more than a de- 
cad of Years rolled away , 
v V  fince the English World had 
the Difcovery of anhorrid Popifh Plot; where- 
In the bloody Devotoes of Rome had in their 
Defignand Profpeét no lefs than the extin&ion 
of the Proteftant Religion: which mighty Work 
they called the utter /ubduing of a Peftilent Here- 
fp; wherein (they {aid ) there never were fuch 
hopesoft Succefs fince the Death of Queen Maz 
ry, aS now in our days. And we were of all men 
the moftinienfible, if we fhould apprehend a 
Countrey fo remarkable for the true Profeffion 
and pure Exercife of the Proteftant Religion as. 
New-England is, wholly unconcerned inthe In 
| 4 famous: 
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famous Plot. To crufhand break a Countrey 


foentirely and fignally made up of Reformed 
Churches, and at length to iv volve it in the mife- 
ries of anucter Exurpation , muft needs carry 
even a Supererogation of merit with it among 
fuch as were intoxicated with a Bigotry infpi- 
red into them by the great Scarlet Whore. 


§. Il. To get us within the reach of the des 
folation defired for us, it was no improper 
thing that we fhould firft have our Charter Va- 


cated, and the hedge which kept us from the 


wild Beafts of the field, effeétually broken 
down, The accomplifhmient of this was haft- 
ned by the unwearied {ollicications, and flande- 
rous accufations of a man, for his Malice and 
Falfhood, well known unto us all. Our Charter 
was With a moft injurious pretence (and f{carce 
that) of Law, condemned before it was pof- 
fible for us to appear at We/fminfter in the legal 
defence of it; and withouta fair leave to an- 
{wer for our felves,concerning theCrimes falfly 
laid to our charge, we were put under a Pre/- 
dent and Council, withont any liberty for an Af- 
fembly, which the other American Plantations 
have, by a Commiflion from His Maje/ty. 

» §. IL The 


| Revolutions in New- England. >» 
 §. WL. The Commiffion was as Hleeal for the a 
form of it, as the way of obtaining it was Mz- e 
licious and wtreafonable: yet we made no Re. a 
‘{iftance thereunto as we could eafily have done ; c 
‘bur chofe to give all Mankind a Demonfttation 
of our being a people fufficiently dutiful and 
‘Joyal to our King :., and this ‘with’ yet mote:Sa- 
tisfaction, becaule'we took pains to make our i 
felves believe as mitch as ever we could of the y 
Whedle then offer’d unto us ; Phat his Mage/ty’s ia 
defire was no other than the happy encreafe and | 
advance of thefe'Proviices by theit more inime- LA 
diate Dependance on thé Crown'of England. And vi 
‘we were convinced of ‘it by: the ‘coutfes im- ¢ 
mediately taken to darnp and {poyl our Trade ; & 
‘whereof decayes and complaints prefently filled | 
all the Country ; while inthe mean time nei- Me 
ther che Honout nor the Treafure of the King if 
‘was at all advanced by this new Model: of ot a 
‘Affairs, but a confiderable‘ Charge added unto | 
the Crown. | BRA gEMTEh PROVE GOMEeT T93 
§. IV. Inlittle more than half a Year we 
faw this, Commiffion fuperfeded by another, 
yet more Abfolute and’ Arbittaty, “with which 
| ‘Sir Edmond Androfs. artived ‘as our Governour : 
who befides his Power, with the Advice and 
Ray ce | B Con- 
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Confent of i Council, to make Laws and raile 
‘Taxes ashe plealed ; had alfo Authority by 
himfelf co Mufter and Imploy all Perfons refi- 


ding in the, Territory, as,occafion fhall ferve ; 


and to transfer {uch Forces to any Englifh Plan- 
tation in, America, as occafion fhall require. And 


feveral . Companies. of Souldiers were now 


brought. from Europe, to ‘fupport what was to 


beimpofed upon us, not without repeated Me- 


naces that. fome hundreds mote were intended 
fat kere 


§..V. , The, cued was no fooner in 


thefe Hands; but carewas taken to load Prefer- 


ments principally upon {uch Men as were ftran- 


gers to,and haters of the People: and Fey 
ones Obfervation. hath noted, what Qualifica- 


tions recommended a Man to ‘publick Offices and 
Employments, only here and there a good Man 


was uled,: where others could not eafily be had ; 
the Governour, himfelf, with Affertions now. ‘and 


then falling from him, made us ‘jealous chat ic 


would, be thought for his Majelties Intereft, if 
this. People were removed. and another firc- 
-ceeded ‘in. their room : “And his: far-fetch d In- 
ftruments: that were growing: rich | among us, 


would gravely informus, that it was: ‘ot for his 
are Me 
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Majelties Intereft that we fhould thrive. But of : 
all our Oppteflors we were chiefly /queezid by ‘ 


a crew of abject Perfons) jferched> from New-; 
York,torbe the Tools of the Adverfary;ftanding ac 
our right hand; by thefe. -were extraordinary! 


and intollerable Fees extorted from every one a 
upon all occafions, withoutany Rules but thofe ye 
of their own infatiable Avarice and Beggary ; yi 
and even the probate of a Will mult now colt / 
as many Pounds perhaps as it did Shillings here- € 
tofore; nor could a {mall Volume contain the | q 
other’ Hlegalities done by »thele Hor{e-leeches a 
‘1 the two. or-three Yearsthat they have been 4 


fucking of us ; and what Laws they made it was 2 would wi- ‘a 
as impoffible for us to know,as dangerous for us a ee is 
to break ; but we flall leave the Men of Ipfwich a pi 

une w 


and of Plintouth (among others) to tell the ~~ 


ftory of the kindnef{s which has been fhown them i 
upon this account. Doubtlels-a Land foruled, 8 1 
as once New-England was, has not without many Ay 
tears and fighs beheld the wicked walking on p. 
every fide, and the vileft Men exalted... | 

§. VI. Ic was now plainly affirmed, both by e 


fome in open Council,and by the fame in private 
converfe, thatthe people in New-England were. 
all Slaves, andthe only difference between them 
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| and Slaves is their not being bought and fold . 
i” and ic was a maxim delivered in open Court. 
unto us by’ one of ‘the Council, that we muft 

| not think the ‘Priviledges. of Englith-men would fol-. 

| low ws to the end of the World: Accordingly we 

| have been treated with multiplied contradi@i- 
i ons to Magna Charta, the rights of ‘which we 
4] laid claim unto. Perlons who did byt peaceably 
| object againit the raifing of Taxes without an 
ia Afiembly, have been for it fined, fome twenty, 

fome thirty, and others fifty Pounds. Packe 
and pickt Juries have been very common things 
ff among us, when, under a pretended form of 


| Law, the trouble of fomehoneft and worthy 
@ Men has been aimed at: but when lome of 


this Gang have been brought upon the Stage, 
a i forthe moft deteftable Enormities that ever the 
a Sun beheld, all Men have with Admirati- 
on feen what methods have been taken thar 
‘) they might not be treated according to their 
2 Crimes. Without a Verdia, yea, without a 
— = Jury fometimes have People been fined mof un- 
2. righteoully ; and fome not of the- meaneft 
8 Quality have been kept in long and clofe Im- 

a prilonment without any the leaft Information: 
Ff appearing againft them; or an. Alabeas (Corpus 


‘ ls 
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allowed untothem. In fhort, when our Oppre!- ey 
fors have been a little out of Mony, “twas buc e 
pretending fome Offence to be enquired into, L. 
and the moft innocent of Men were continually i 
ut into no {mall Expence to anfwer the De- 1 \ 
mands of the Officers, who muft have Mony of g 
them, ora Prifon forthem, tho none could ac- ye 
cufe them of any Mildemeanour. v 
§, Vil. To plunge the poor People every y 
where into deeper Incapacities, there was one- ia 
very comprehenfive Abufe given to us; Mul- 4 
titudes of pious and fober Men through the LA 
Land, {crupled the Mode of Sweating: on the - | } 
Book, defiring that they might Swear with an I 
uplifted Hand, agreeable to the ancient Cuftom | 
of the Colony; and though we think we can ! 


prove that the Common Law among{t us (as 
well asin fome other places under the Engli/h - 


Crown) not only indulges, but even commands is 
and enjoins the Rite of lifting the Hand in: 7 
Swearing ; yet they that had this Doubt, were - s 


Rillput by from ferving upon any Juries ; and 
many of them were moft unaccountably Fined ° 
and Imprifoned. Thus one Grievance isa Tro- 
jan Horfe, inthe Belly of which it is pot ealy to» 
recount how many infufferable Vexations have- 
been contained.. §. VIEL. 
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§. VILL. Becaule thefe things could not make 
us miferable faft enough, there was a notable 
Difcovery made of weknow not what fliw in 
all our Titles to our Lands ; and, tho befides our 
purchafe of them from the Natives , and, befides 
our actual peaceable unqueftioned pofleffion of 
them for near three{core Years, and befides the 
Promife of K. (harles I. in -his Proclamation 
fent over tous inthe Year 1683, That no Man 
here fhall recetve any Prejudice in bw Free-bold or 
Effate : We had the Grant. of our Lands, under 
the Seal of the Council of Plimouth : which Grane 
was Renewed and Confirmed unto us: by King 
(Charles 1. under the Great Seal of England, and 
the General Court which confifted of the Paten- 
tees and their Affociates, had made ‘particular 
Grants hereof to the feveral Towns (though 
‘twas now deny’d by the Governour, that’ there 
was any {uch Thing as a Town) among us ; to all 
_ which Grants the General Court annexed for the 
further fecuring of then, 4 General AE, pub- 
lifhed under the Seal of the Colony,in the Year 
1684. Yet we were every day told, That no Man 
was owner of a Foot of Land in all the Colony, 
Accordingly Writs of Intrufion began every where 
to be ferved.on People, that after all their Sweat 
| | ~ and 
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and their Coft upon, theit formerly purchafed 
Lands, thought themfelves Free-holders of what 
they had. And the Governor caufed the Lands 
pertaining to thefeand thole particular Vien, to 
be meafured out for bis Creatures to take poflet- 
fion of; and the Right Owners, for pulling up the 
Stakes,have paffed through Moleftations enough 
to tire all the patience inthe World. They are 
moré than a few, that were by Terrors driven 
to.take Patents for their Lands at excelfive rates, 
ro fave them from the next that might petition 
for them :. and we feat that the forcing of the 
People. at the Eaftward hereunto, gave too much 
Rifeto the. lateunhappy Invation made. by the 
Indians.on them. . Blanck Patents were got tea- 
dy for'the reft.of us, to be fold ata Price, that 
all che Mony ‘and Moveables in the. Territory 
could {carce have paid. And feveral Towns 
in. the Country had their (ommons bege’d: by 
Perfons (even by fome of the Council, them- 
{elves} who have been privately encouraged 
thereunto, by thofe that fought for Occafions to 
impoverifh a Land already Peeled, Meeted out, 
and Trodden down... 9 00 9 e 
bor GQ. 1 Kio All the Council were not ingaged in 
thete ill Actions, but thofe of them which were 
RO | true 
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true Lovers of their Coumry, were feldom admit- 
ted to, and feldomer confulted at the Debates 
which produced thefe unrighteous Things: Care 
was taken to keep them under Diladvantages , 
and the Governor, with five or fix more, did 
what they would. We bore all thefe, and ma- 
ny more fuch Things, without making any at- 
tempt for any Relief; only Mr. Mather, purely 
out of refpeét unto the Good of his Afflicted 
Country, undertook a Voyage into England ; 


~which when thefe Men fufpected him to be pre- 


‘paring for, they ufed all manner of Craft and 
‘Rage, not only to interrupt his Voyage, but to 
suin his Perfon too. God having through man 

Difficulties given him to arrive at White-ball, the 
King, more than once ortwice, promifed him a 
certain Magna Charta for a {peedy Redrels of ma- 
ny things which we were groaning under : and 
in the mean time faid, That our Governor fhould 


be written unto, to forbear the Meafures that he was 


“pon. However, after this, we were injured in 
thofe very Things which were complained of, 
and befides what Wrong hath been done in ont 


~Civil Concerns, we fuppofe the Minifters, and 


‘the (harches every where have feen out Sacred 
‘Concerns apace going after them: How. they 
aa | have 
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have been Difcountenanced, has had a room in iy 

the reflections of every man, that is nota ftran- ee 
ger in Our If raely. <' | | nS 
§ X. And yet that our Calamity might not 1 \ 
be terminated here, we are again Briard in the g 
Perplexities of another Indian War 5 how, or why, VE 

isa myftery too deep for us to unfold. And g 

tho’ ’tis judged that our Indian Enemies are not - y 
above 100. in number, yet an Army of One thou- @ 

fand Englith hath been raifed for the Conquer- f 

ing of them; which Army of our poor Friends & 

and Brethren now under Popifh Commanders (for vy 

in the Army as well as in the Council, Papilts are @ 

in Commiffion) has been under fuch a conduc, & 

that not one Indian hath been kill'd, but more 
Englifh are fuppofed to have died through fick- , 

nefs and hardfhip, than we have adverfaries ' 
there alive ; and the whole War hath been fo iv. 
managed, that. we cannot but fufpect in it, a a 
branch of the Plot to bring us low ; which we e 


leave to be further enquir d into in due time. 


§ XI Wedid nothing againft thefe Proceed- 
ings, but only cry'to our God ; they have caufed 
the cry of the Poor to come unto him, and he bears 

EUOLIOR? C the 
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the cry of the Afficted,. We have been quiet hi: 
therto, and fo {till we fhould have been, had 
not the Great God at this time laid us under: a. 
double engagement to do fomething for our fecu- 
rity: befides, what we have in the ftrangely 
unanimous inclination, which our Countrymen 
by extreameft neceffities are driven unto. For 
firft, we are informed that the reft of the Eng- 
lifh America is Alarmed with juft and great fears, 
that they may beattaqu’d by the French; who. 
have lately (‘tis faid). already treated many of 
the Englith with worle then Turkifh Cruelties ; 
and while we are inequal danger of being fur- 
prifed by them, it is high time we fhould be. 
better guarded, than we are like to be while the 
Government remains in the hands by which it 
hath been held of late. . Moreover, we have: 
underftood, (though the Governour has taken 
all imaginable care to keep us all ignorant there- 
of) that the Almighty God hath been plea- 
fed to, profper the noble. undertaking of the: 
Prince of Orange, to preferve the three King- 
doms from the horrible brinks of Popery and 
Slavery, and to bring toa Condign punifhment. 


thole worft of men, by whom Engli[h Liberties 


have beendeftroy'd ; in. compliance with which: 


Glorious. 
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Glorious Action, we ought furely to follow the ‘ 
Patterris which'the Nobility, Gentry and Com- x 
monalty in feveral parts of thofe Kingdoms = 
have fet before us, though they therein. chiefly. \ 
propo‘ed to prevent what we already endure.. 5 

§ XII. We do therefore feize upon the Per | VV; 

fons of thofe few LH! men which have been (next o 

to our Sins) the grand Authors of our Mife- y 
| ries ; refolving to fecure them, for what Juttice, iy 
Orders from his Highnefs, with the Enghth Par-. i} 
 hament thall direct, left, ere weare aware, we find LA 
(what we may fear, being on all fides in dan- ov 
ger) our felves to. be by them given away to a 4 
Forreign Power, before fuch Orders can reach: - 


untous ;. for whch Orders we now humbly” 
wait. Inthe meantime firmly believing, that. VW 
we have endeavoured nothing but what meer | 
Duty to God and our Country calls for ar our | 
Hands : We commit our Enterprife unto the Ble&. : 
fing of Him, who hears the cry of the Oppreffed,  @ 
and advife all our Neighbours, for whom we i 
have thus ventured our felves, to joyn with us 
in Prayers and all juft Actions, for the De-. 
fence of the Land. mi ) 
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iit () g R Selves and many others the Inhabitants of this oe 
es _# Town, and the Places adjacent, being furprized 
Se with the Peoples {udden taking of Arms 5 inthe firft moti- 
a on whereof we were wholly ignorant, being driven by the 
fe  prefent Accident, are necelfitated to acquaint your Excela = 
| f lency, that for the quieting and fecuring of the Peoplein= 
iy habiting in this Country from the imminent Dangers they 

‘ il Wi many ways lie open and expofed 40, and tendring your. 

E q Hi gan own Safety, We judge it neceljary you forthwith furrender 

_ and deliver up the Government and Fortification to be 

if preferved and difpofed according to Order and Diref#i- 
i on fromthe Crown of England, which fuddenly is expe= ‘ 
a hed may arrive 5 promifing all fecurity fron: violence to 

. your Selfor any of your Gentleman.or Souldiers in Per fon 
Bi and Ejtate : Otherwife we are affured they will endea- 

ao vour the taking of the Fortification by Storm, if any Op~ 

| A I pofttion be made, at 
Cc To Sir Edmond Andro& Ke. 

a i 4 Waite. Winthrop. . . -Elifha Cook. 

sl Simon Brad{treet. . - aac Addington. 
on | William Stoughton. | John Nelfon. 

|. Samuel Shrimpton. Adam Winthrop. 

= i Bartholomew Gidney.. - ' Peter Sergeant. 
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